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2. Create a unified “Front Door” for housing programs that can guide residents to the
appropriate opportunities for individual households.

CONNECTION WITH LARGER INITIATIVES

Although there is much that Washington, DC can and must do on its own to address its
housing needs, the city’s housing market does not exist in isolation or behind a wall.
Consequently, the District’s efforts to meet the housing needs for existing and future
residents must leverage regional and national resources.

The demand for more housing is regional in nature and based on regional job growth.
Based on projections from the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, DC
and surrounding jurisdictions will require a minimum of 240,000 net new housing units
by 2025. If other jurisdictions produce insufficient levels of housing and affordable
housing or refuse to acknowledge the shared responsibility to accommodate growth, cost
pressures will impact District resources and residents and disadvantage low-income
residents. To address this:

1. Agencies shall work with their regional counterparts, regional constituencies, and
stakeholders to broadly investigate how regulations, market forces, and community
impacts and influences impede the ability to produce new housing region-wide and
persuade neighboring jurisdictions to undertake their own plans.

2. Agency representatives metropolitan-wide shall advocate that such investigations into
new housing production address opportunities for additional capacity, accessibility,
and affordability.

3. DMPED, DHCD, and OP shall explore engaging major employers to support
moderate- and middle-income housing production with an emphasis on proximity to
employment opportunities.

4. Washington, DC must also make its voice heard in federal housing policy. As the
Chair of the National League of Cities Task Force on Housing and a member of the
advisory board of the US Conference of Mayors, I have a unique opportunity to build
a strong coalition around the urgency to produce and preserve new housing units.
With staff support from District agencies, this coalition should sound the call to the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) that funding its public
housing assets is a moral imperative. A lack of proper funding and deferred
maintenance from HUD has created an unhealthy and unsafe environment for
vulnerable residents who rely on public housing. This coalition should also advocate
to increase funding for the Housing Choice Voucher Program, the National Housing
Trust Fund, and public housing capital and operating funds to ensure the long-term
sustainability of these critical sources of and supports for housing.

5. Staff and agencies shall support my efforts, through the National League of Cities and
in other coalitions, to form and support partnerships to articulate and raise awareness
over the impact that federal taxation policies have on housing affordability for renters
and homeowners alike.
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VIII. SUPERCESSION: This Order supersedes previous Mayor’s Orders to the extent of
any inconsistency therein.

IX. EFFECTIVE DATE: This Order shall become effective immediately.

ATTEST:

KIMBERRY A. BASSETT
ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA



